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INTRODUCTION

Communicable disease morbidity statistics for North Carolina for |96l are given in this bulletin as Part
i

of the Annual Report of the Public Health Statistics Section. This is the thirtieth year for which such a

bulletin has been published. Natality and mortality data will be published as Part || later in the year.

A discussion summary of the reportable communicable disease situation in the state is shown on this and the

following page. Following this are population data and general summary tables showing the reported incidence of

reportable communicable diseases in 1961 by county, age, rtionth of onset, sex, and color. More detailed summaries

are given for certain selected diseases.

SOURCE OF DATA

These data were derived from report cards received from military bases, local physicians, health departments,

and hospitals in North Carolina, and through interstate reciprocal notification of disease. Routinely all death

certificates which list a reportable communicable disease as a cause of death are checked against the case report

files Case reports are then obtained for all previously unreported cases. Information on trends may be

obtained by reference to the 1953 report. More detailed data than that published in this report have been

tabulated and will be made available upon request.

REPORT PERIOD

The data included in this report are for cases of communicable disease which had their onset in 1961 with

the exception of amebiasis, leprosy, tuberculosis, and the venereal diseases which are according to the date of

report. Reports of all cases having their onset in 1961 and received during the period January | 1961 to

January 3|, 1962 and those wi th unknown date of onset received in 1961 are included. For those diseases tabulated

by date of report, all reports received during 1961 are included, regardless of onset date.

RESIDENCE

The cases included in this report, with the exception of the venereal diseases, are for residents of North

Carolina and are allocated to county of residence of the patient. Venereal disease cases are allocated to

county of report unless reported by a hospital or institution, in which case they are assigned to the county of

residence. Only those counties for which cases were reported are shown in the residence taoles.

All rates shown are per 100,000 population. A l6-year trend in morbidity rates for selected reportable

communicable diseases is shown in table ^. Rates for 1961 by sex and color for all reportable diseases are given

in table 8.

North Carolina population by county and color, 1961 and by color and sex, 1936-1961 are given in tables I

and 2, respectively.

Population data used inthis report for 1936-1961, other than the three census vears (1910, 1950, I960) were

estimated by the U. S. Census Bureau 1936-1919, and by the Public Health Statistics Section I95I-I96I. The

arithmetic method, which assumes the same average annual increase or decrease for the succeeding decade as

occurred between two known census years, was used for estimating the total population since 1950.

DISCUSSION

Again, in 1961 the communicable disease trend was generally favorable. The occurrence of a state and

nationwide epidemic of infectious hepatitis, however, emphasized the fact that there are still a great many

unknowns in this field. Communicable disease is far from being "dead" or "dying". Variations for 1960 are

largely explained by the cyclic behavior of many communicable diseases.

Amebiasis - II reported cases - one more than last year.

One case of anthrax was reported. This may have been related to contact with jute bags from India.

Twelve cases of diptheria were reported and confirmed and two deaths were recorded. Mitis strain was

obtained from cultures of 5 cases. An "avirulent" strain of Corynebacterium Diphtheriae caused disease in two

individuals. Both had previous partial basic immunization. The rest were unimmunized. Seven were colored and

five were white. Twenty- two cases were reported in I960.

Twenty-seven cases of encephalitis were reported. Etiology was unspecified in |7 cases. The rest were

ascribed to measles, mumps, chickenpox and one to toxoplasmosis. Despite an extensive outbreak of arthropod-

borne encephalitis among horses ineastern and southeastern North Carolina, no human arthropod-borne encephalitis

was proven.

Six hundred twenty-five cases of gastro-enteri tis were reported. Cer-.mly this is only a small percentage

of the total amount of food borne illness in the state during 1961. One ou creak of 126 cases of staphylococcal

food poisonino was noted in a school. Chicken salad was Incriminated as the source.



The main communicable disease problem of 1961 was infectious hepatitis with 2,187 cases reported compared
with 577 in I960. This is the highest incidence of this disease in North Carolina since it became reportable
in 1952. This also paralleled national experience.

All cases of malaria were in servicemen who contracted the disease in Laos, Korea, or the Philippines.
Five cases of malaria were confirmed by smear as Plasmodium Vivax type.

Only 19 cases of poliomyelitis, 9 of which were paralytic, were reported. This represents a new low. This
is compared with 85 reported cases in I960. There were no concentrations of the disease in |96l. Of the nine
paralytic cases five were age 4 or under. Of the nine paralytic cases 4 had had no immunizations and only one
had received 3 or more shots.

Thirty-four cases of Rocky Mountain spotted fever were recorded compared with I8 in I960. All but 3 were
noted May - September. The reason or reasons for this sharp increase are not apparent at this time. All but
three were whites; age of the cases ranged from

l to 61. Eighteen of the patients were under ten. Thirteen
were females.

A total of 1,327 Group A streptococcus infections was reported. This is only a very small percentage of
the total yearly incidence of this disease. As usual, several outbreaks of "strep throat" was noted in
elementary schools. No evidence of glomerulonephritis in epidemic proportions was forthcoming in 1961.

Twelve tetanus cases accounted for 9 deaths! The devastation of this easily preventable disease is evident.
One of the survivors, a |3-year old boy, had received one immunization. A statewide tetanus immunization
program was instituted by the State Medical Society with cooperation of the State Board of Health.

A total of 1, 1+31 cases of tuberculosis In 1961 is compared with \,HW in i960. Although a continued decrease
in the tuberculosis death rate is noted, the number of cases for the past two years has remained stable.

None of the three reported cases of typhus fever, murine, was confirmed bacteriological ly.

Ten cases of tularemia were recorded. Most of these originated by handling and/or skinning of wild rabbits.

Twenty-three cases of typhoid fever were recorded. One small epidemic of 5 proven cases occurred in a low
socio-economic group residing ina rural area. The source was traced toa known carrier, a young adult Negro male.

Measles exhibited its usual cyclic behavior - this year being of high incidence.

One hundred eighteen cases of pertussis were compared with III in i960.

Eight cases of brucellosis were recorded. All occurred in eastern North Carolina among adult males. Four
were reported from one meat packing establishment.

Total venereal diseases reported was 12,536 compared to 13,038 In I960. The only important changes noted
occurred in syphilis. The number of cases reported increased from 2,912 (I960) to 3,410 (1961). Primary and
secondary syphilis Increased 30/o, from 466 (i960) to 606 (1961) fol lowing thepatfern that began in October 1959.
The ratio of primary and secondary syphilis to early latent reported in j96l was almost |:| (606 to 677) for the
first time since 1918. Renewed attention in Infectious syphilis is required.

Symbols Used In Tables

Number or rate is zero

f Disease was not reportable

N.A. Data was not available

0.0. Rate is more than but less than 0.05
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CASES OF REPORTABLE COMMUNICABLE DISEASES BY DISEASE AND YEAR OF REPORT*:

NORTH CAROLINA, 1918- 1961

Disease
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TABLE 5. — CASES OF REPORTABLE COMMUNICABLE DISEASES BY

DISEASE AND COUNTY OF RESIDENCE*: NORTH CAROLINA, 1961

Disease
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TABLE 5. - COMMUNICABLE DISEASES - Continued

Disease
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TABLE 5. — COMMUNICABLE DISEASES ~ Continued
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TABLE 5. — COMMUNICABLE DISEASES — Continued
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TABLE 5. - COMMUNICABLE DISEASES — Continued

Disease
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TABLE I. — CASES OF INFECTIOUS JAUNDICE' BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE,

TYPE, AND COLOR: NORTH CAROLINA, 1961

Area
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CASES OF PREVIOUSLY UNTREATED CONGENITAL

NORTH CAROLINA,
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SYPHILIS BY YEAR OF BIRTH, YEAR OF REPORT, AND COLOR:

1954-1961

Report

1958
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TABLE 16. — CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS, ALL FORMS, BY COUNTY OF
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RESIDENCE, TYPE, STAGE, ACTIVITY, AND COLOR: NORTH CAROLINA, 1961
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Pulmonary
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